AN APPRECIATION OF THE SANSKRIT WORKS

having got immensely beautiful set of stotras to worship Lord
Ayyappa. Vazhakunnam himself says in his preamble to the work
that the recitation of the same will enable the reader to attain many
fortunes including psychological peace caused by the grace of
Lord Ayyappa.82

Vazhakunnam throws light on why he has written a work on
Lord Ayyappa. He says in one of his slokas, that it is proper for
him to pray Lord Ayyappa to achieve Lord Krishna's grace by
his blessing.83 He reminds that Lord Ayyappa is born of Lord
Vishu, the original form of Lord Krishna.84 Vazhakunnam prays
the son to get the mercy of one of his parents. It is this way of
thought that resulted in the formation of the work. This reasoning
of Vazhakunnam helps to clarify the doubt of any common man,
who thinks about the appropriateness of a prayer on Lord Ayyappa
to be written by a devotee of Lord Krishna.

Vazhakunnam in one of his slokas says that Lord Ayyappa is
situated on the banks of the river Nila. Here he means that the
Lord is none other than the ruling deity of the temple at
Chamravattom.85 Again he identifies the Lord with other divine
personalities like Hari, Balarama, Kiratamoorti, Kali, Saraswati

82. Vazhakunnam, Ibid., p.i.

83. Ibid., verse 3, p.2.

84. Ibid., verse 4, p.3.

85. Ibid.. verse 6, p.4.
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